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SUB J : NSW PREMIER ASKIN'S RETIREMENT 

1. SYDNEY PRESS REPORTS PREMIER ASKIN RETURNED FROM LENGTHY 
OVERSEAS TRIP TODAY AND ANNOUNCED ON ARRIVAL HE WILL RETIRE 
IN DECEMBER, THUS CONFIRMING LONG EXPECTED ANNOUNCEMENT. 
ASKED ABOUT HIS SUCCESSOR, HE SAID THERE ARE THREE GOOD MEN 
AVAILABLE, ONE OF WHOM IS MINISTER OF EDUCATION ERIC WILLIS, 

PLUS TWO OTHERS, "WHO HAVE NOT HAD THE SAME BREADTH OF 
EXPERIENCE." 

2. IT HAS BEEN WIDELY EXPECTED THAT ERIC WILLIS WOULD BE 
TAPPED AS ASKIN'S SUCCESSOR OVER MINISTER OF JUSTICE M ADDISON 
AND MINISTER OF LANDS AND TOURISM LEWIS, AND ASKIN'S 
STATEMENT WAS A BROAD CONFIRMATION OF THIS. MOREOVER, IT 
HAS BEEN APPARENT IN THE PAST SIX WEEKS THAT WILLIS IN HIS 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS HAS BEEN TALKING INCREASINGLY AS IF HE WERE 
ALREADY PREMIER OR WERE ASSURED OF BECOMING PREMIER. 

3. WILLIS AND DEPUTY PREMIER CUTLER (COUNTRY PARTY) ARE TAKING 
THE LEAD IN THE TWO STATE BY-ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR JULY 20 
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TAKE A BACK SEAT. THE TWO BY-ELECTIONS ARE IMPORTANT TO THE 
LIBERAL/COUNTRY PARTY COALITION WHICH PRESENTLY HAS A MAJORITY 
OF THREE IN NEW SOUTH WALES. THEY ARE ALSO MARGINALLY 
SIGNIFICANT AS INDICATORS OF POST-FEDERAL ELECTION POLITICAL 
TRENDS. IN RECENT CONVERSATIONS, BOTH L/CP LEADERS AND 
LABOR LEADERS HAVE INDICATED GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT THE 
COUNTRY PARTY WILL MOST LIKELY WIN GOULBURN, BUT COOGEE IS 
VERY DICEY BETWEEN THE LIBERALS AND LABOR. 

HANNAH 
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